COURSE/MODULE DESCRIPTION (SYLLABUS) 

	1. 
	Course/module

Sociology of Risk

	2. 
	Department or unit
Institute of Sociology

	3. 
	Course/module code 



	4. 
	Course/module type: core (mandatory) or elective (optional)
optional

	5. 
	University subject (program or major) 

Sociology

	6. 
	Program level: (undergraduate, graduate, postgraduate)
graduate

	7. 
	Year: (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th)
2nd

	8. 
	Semester: (fall, spring)
Fall (3rd semester)

	9. 
	Form of tuition and number of hours

Classes 30

	10. 
	Instructor’s full name and academic title
Dr Piotr Pieńkowski

	11. 
	Prerequisites for taking the course/module
Basic knowledge in sociology, social structures and modernization.

	12. 
	Objectives
The goal of this course is to get students acquainted with key problems of subdiscipline of sociology of risk and with consequences of reflexive modernization. The seminar also focuses on problems of trust, security, uncertainty and the construction of risk society.

	13. 
	Learning outcomes
	Outcome symbols

	14. 
	A student has extensive knowledge about the structural construction of the social world, selected social institutions and their transformation due to process of reflexive modernization.
	K_W02

	15. 
	A student has an in-depth knowledge about the activities of an individual in the micro-, mezzo-, macrosocial collectivities with regard to a risk, security and threats.
	K_W05

	16. 
	A student has an in-depth knowledge about the rules of the constitution of axio-normative order in societies and the mechanisms of its change (especially transformation to the risk society).
	K_W07

	17. 
	A student has an in-depth knowlegde about social change (especially transformation to the risk society) as an intrinsic aspect of social structures and institutions, and the mechanisms of civilisational development (especially: reflexive modernisation).
	K_W08

	18. 
	A student can formulate solutions to ethical and methodological dilemmas, for example: ethical controversies in distributing the risk. A student can critically evaluate proposed solutions and justify them by referring to their expected outcomes and various normative systems (for example: evaluation of political decisions in the sphere of risk).
	K_U06

	19. 
	 A student possesses skills at independent formulating recommendations for actions in the area of the application of sociological empirical research in the politics of risk.
	K_U07

	20. 
	A student recognises the need for lifelong learning understood both in terms of enhancing his/her general competences in the sphere of risk and specialised professional knowledge
	K_K01

	21. 
	A student is guided in projecting his/her professional plans by entrepreneurship understood as the rationalisation of goals and activities based on the skilled balancing of costs (for example: risk dilemma; education as a biographical project in the risk society).   
	K_K07

	22. 
	Content
1 Introduction to the sociology of risk
2 Risk, security, fear, threats, disasters, conflicts

3 Risk Society

4 European integration and risk

5 Climate change

6 Risk in empirical researches

7 Families in the risk society

8 Contemporary bioethical debate

9 World Risk Society

10 War and risk

11 Europe and risk

12 Risk and democracy

13 Religion in risk society

14 Risk and culture

15 Seminar essays presentations and discussions. Evaluation



	23. 
	Sources and readings

2 Frank Furedi (2005): Culture of Fear, London: Continuum (I., Ch. 1)

3 Ulrich Beck (1992): Risk Society: Towards a New Modernity, London: Sage (Preface, Ch. 1)

4 Ulrich Beck, Edgar Grande (2007): Cosmopolitan Europe, Cambridge: Polity (Ch. 1)
5 Anthony Giddens (2011): The Politics of Climate Change, Cambridge: Polity (Ch. 9)

6 World Economic Forum (2015): Global Risks 2015 and other reports

7 Ulrich Beck, Elisabeth Beck-Gernsheim (2014): Distant Love, Cambridge: Polity (Ch. 1, 4)

8 Francis Fukuyama (2003): Our Posthuman Future: Consequences of the Biotechnology Revolution, London: Profile (Ch. 6, 10)

9 Ulrich Beck (2009): World at Risk, Cambridge: Polity (Ch. 9)

10 Luke Martell (2012): The Sociology of Globalization, Cambridge: Polity (Ch. 13)

11 Ulrich Beck (2013): German Europe, Cambridge: Polity (I., Ch. 1)

12 Paul Slovic (2014): The Perception of Risk, New York: Routledge (Ch. 11, 19)

13 Ulrich Beck (2010): A God of One’s Own, Cambridge: Polity (Ch. 2)

14 Mary Douglas, Aaron Wildavsky (1997): Risk and Culture, Berkeley: University of California Press (Ch. 9)

	24. 
	Course assessment 
	

	25. 
	Assesment of individual student's preparation for the classes and participation in the discussions during the classes (30% of final mark)
	K_W02

K_W05

K_W07

K_W08

K_K01



	26. 
	Assesment of student's essays (60% of final mark)

	K_W02

K_W05

K_W07

K_W08

K_U06

K_U07



	27. 
	Assesment of student's project - work with empirical data during classes (10% of final mark)
	K_U06

K_U07

K_K07


	28. 
	Language of instruction English


	29. 
	Student’s workload

	30. 
	Activities
	Estimated workload

	31. 
	Classroom instruction

classes
	30


	32. 
	Student’s own work

Preparing for classes

Reading

Writing an essay 
	30

20

10

	33. 
	Total hours
	90

	34. 
	ECTS credit value
	3


